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PROCEEDTINGS
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‘:}~. . Pufsaént to notice, the feguiar
monthly meeting of the Board of Louisiéna Wildlife
and Fishéfies Commission éonvene& at 10:00.o'clock
agm.,‘Tuesday, November 15, 1977, at the Wildlife
and FisherieszBuilding, Room 102, 400 Ro&al Street
NeW“Orleans, Louisiana, Doyle G. Berry, Chairman,
presiding. o« o ;" | i o |
PRESENT WERE:. L
DOYLE. G. BERRY, Chairﬁan,' |
'DONALD F. WILLE, Vice Chairéaﬁ'
J;'C.‘GILBERT,‘Mgmbef | ’

- JERRY JONES, MemSe;

JEAN LAPEYRE; Member

“HARVEY CLAX LUTTRELL; Hé@berl

- J. BURTON ANGELLE, Secretary.

—— — o— p— — —

‘MR. RICHARD YANCEY

1.  Allocation to Ducks Unlimited - $100,000.  [4)

MR. HARRY SCHAFER

2. Discussion on closing of oystef season, ' K6)
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MR. ALLAN ENSMINGER
3. Consideration of requirement for fur buyers K44)
an& dealers'fbr annual report on a

"parish basis.

- MR. KENNETH SMITH

4, Discussion of limitation of commercial fish- [Defe:

‘ ingvgear in Lake.Vernon and Lake Anacoco.red)
MR. JOE HERRING . T
5. Discussion concerning possible éhéﬁge of (53)
- :traéping.anﬁ’coén h@ntfﬁg seas&ns on
o Russe11'8§ge ﬁildiifenganagepént Area.
OTHER BUSINESS |
6. December meeting. " -‘;-;72.1' ',;4“ i (63)

Eggg:‘ The following itemé nog pﬁ the printed
~_agenda wefe ﬁlso considered: | ’
Recpgniﬁion'of Ted 0'Neil on his retirement. | (49)
Discﬁssibn ré_applicafions for drilling and/ | (63)
‘or'cbnst;dctioﬁ in Louisiana watefs. |

Commission/Forest Service hunting regulations| (78)
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CHAIRMAN DOYLE G. BERRY: cood’morniﬁg.

I notice a lot of interested parties in che aﬁdi-
ence this morning. YI:em sure it 1is on che oyster
business. You can always,tell wcrking peOple when
you see them, | ’ | |
| First.on the agenda this morning is Mr.
Richard Yancey with an allocation for Ducks
Unlimited. ) s
| - MR. RICHARD YANCEY' Mr. Chaisman ‘and
.Member of the Commission, Act 81 of the 1975 legis—.
lative session provides thag a cegtain percentage
of‘fhe hunting'liceﬁse‘fevenue.wiil be allocated

to Ducks ﬁnlimitee for the mecagement anc preserva—
tion of waterfowl breedingiground arees 1n Canada.
Our accounting section advises that a sum of

$100, 000 can be allocated to Ducks Unlimited at
this time for these purposes. -A._ _

Now $50, 000 of this would come from the
sale of the '76-'77 hunting licenses and $50,000
would come from the sale of the '77-'78 hunting
licenses, so we would suggest at this time that a

resolution be adopted approving an allocation of

$100,000 to Ducks Unlimited for the purposes of
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maintaining and dé&elpping wgteffpwi bree&ing
'groﬁnd.afeas in westefn Canada; the prairie
progincgs; 4 | . ‘
"MR. HARVEY CLAY iUTTRELi: I so moﬁe.
MR. DONALD F. WILLE: Second. )
| THE CHAIRMAN: Movea.by Mr. Luttfellg
seconded by Mr. Wille. All in f;vof say ayé.
IN UNISON: _Aye;}; | B ’ .
_THE CHATRMAN: Any'oéposed? |
(No>re8ponse) o

. Hearing none, so prdered.

s  NO HIATUS HERE. CONTINUED

O ON FOLLOWING PAGE.
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-$HE CHAIRMAN: Mrt Schafer, before you
get started,_I am sure there are(three or four dif-
ferent groups in this audience who want to be heard
this morning., I assume that the:groups each have
a spokesman and I would like to limit, 1f we could.
the discussion or the input of the different groups
to‘one or,two speakers. Go ahead, Mr. Schafer.

MR. HARRY SCHAFER: Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.d As’you are aware, Paragraph C of Section 433
of Title 56 requires that we meet with the industry
| and get their input on the closure of the_season
{that can be closed between the dates of January 1
through May 20 The discussion on the agenda today
is to get the input from the industry and_I am sure
there are quite a few peogle here thatlwould want
to talk to this issue, so‘if ue could just'turn it
to them andbget their input. “ .A' “ 

| THE CHAIRMAN: Whoever wants to be heard

before us, please raise your hand and come up and
giue us your name and who you represent, please.

MR. JOHN FARAC (Port Sulphur, Louisiana):

I am representing the PlaqueminesOyster Association,

Incorporated.
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| 1 am‘of the understanding there was a
meeting held a couple of weeks ago by the Louisiana
Oyster Association and they come up with a closing
date of January 1. We held a meeting and we sug-
gested March 1. 1 wrote a 1etter to Mr. Schafer;
1 don t know whether he received it or not, and
that is‘our suggestion of the_season closing‘on
January.l. ~That 1is alir ; . |

T THE CHAIRMAN'Q Ihank yoq verj much;‘Mr.\
Faracr. Next. ’ _d; - ih»”_iii .. -

MR WILLIAM A KASS (President, Louisi-
ana 6yster Dealers and Growers Association) .We
understood the law was when this new bill was
passed about the closing of _the season; we recom-
mend we have a meeting before the end of the year
and recommend the closing date. We sent a letter
to the Board and it stated on this November 4, 1977
meeting, the Louisiana Oyster Dealers and Growers
- Association decided to recommend to the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries that the state-owned
public seed and oyster reefs east of the Missis-

sippi River be closed to the taking of oysters

January 1, 1978,

B
-
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We strongly recommend the closing date of
-Januéry lvso‘that_the'oystérs on these réefs can
reproducg,.multiply, gfow and develop undistu:bed
so as to assure an ample suppiy 65 seed oysters-
for the coming season and the survival of the Louis
fana byster industry.

| . The féaéon this.was doﬂe, ﬁost of the

members felt'--_it‘was,é maiofity vote -- most of
thém»félt that the seed”areas are real short and I
think §ou all haQe-someAbiblogicalAfeﬁorté on this.
Our only objective i;vto~con$efv¢_§hat'little we
have out there. We~are hot tryiné ﬁo put anybody
out of business.: The remark was passed that‘we.are
trying~to put people out of busipess,. Well, I
think our only goallis conservation. I think that
is the Commission's goal, too, but can we afford
to leave ﬁhem 6pen and have.nothing next year?
Onlf us and the éooé Lord knows, but itvis not mno
prejudice move ér anyth;ng. ﬂe ére éécused of all
kind of things. |

We ask you to please look #t'what you
have. Please take into cqnsideration that we need

these seed oysters. Thank you.

@
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THE CﬁAIRMAN: .Thank you; Mr. Kass.

Mr. Farac stated March 1. Yes, sir.

MR. PETER GEORGE VUJNOVICH:.:I cal; my-
self an oyster farmer. Oyster farmers are just --
I will quote a statement that MacArthur said, that
old soldiers never die, they just fade away --
well, the oyster farmers of this wonderful state
of ours, the State of Louis}ana, are slowly fading
aﬁaj,‘and the reason,vgentlemen, ﬁs‘because:this
Department is hotA&oihg the joh;thst.it is sup-
.posed to do. BEEE N

‘It has m;aé‘a feojtremendous mistakes.
We are here, asking for the closure of the Louisi-
ana oyster industry a couple of months one way or
the other. Gentlemen, for 43 years I have been out
there in this'wonderful wildernessv'of ours. I
left hlood, sweat and tears in:the Louisiana oystexy
industry. Therebare many youngsters here -=- I call
them youngsters.because-they are just new in the
bhsiness -- that do not know what our fathers went
through to.make this Louisiana oyster become famoug
all over the world.

The sweat, gentlemen, came from building

]
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up your seed ground and our reefs with the shovel
and the gravel that we threw in the water.' The |
'blood that we shed we didn t have screens, ne
didn't have Flit, we»didnft have. to throw money
anay like we have today; moequitoes and eand flies
would eat us up.,,That'Vas the blood that was put
in‘the.industry. " The teers,‘gentlemen, I shed a |
fen‘myself. 1 am the fether of six children.
Many times to be a’good oyster farmer you have to
stay out there tno, three weeks at a time, and ther
in the evening when the sun goee down and you are
on the boat sometime by yourself you think of
yonr loved ones at home, your wife and your child-
‘ren, endvtears come‘into'your eyes from loneliness..
”}'But, no matter what you'ell do here.
today, gentiemen, it will not'help the oyster
industry one way or the other. The mistake that
was mede by this Department. and if they have any
oldtimers here 1in thie roon; was the leasing of
the state seed grounds;' We have leased hundreds
of thousands of acres of our natural reefs.w Some

of those reefs are used maybe by I would say about

five percent of the people who are in the oyster

!

[
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industry; are using this ground for what it was
‘supposed to be used for, for seed oysters to cul-
tivate and to make the oyster than what comes from
the east side of the river._ v
I will go back to when the industry began
to'orove a certain point. We.had an Italian firm
by the name of I believe, DiScrimpsi, something
like that, I forgot the name.':They had two or
hree oyster boats.’ They was working out of Bayou
St. John. This is going back years and years ago.
We also had the Lulich Oyster Company. _Therevwas
an abundance of oYsters'in the Lake Borgne area,
but these oysters were full of hussels so these
fishermen couldn t sell those oysters.‘ - |
- What they done tthey fished these oysters
on their luggers —-- it was sailboats those days,
or push-boats ;-.and they brought these oysters _
further out into the Mississippi Sound where they
had a plentiful amount of salt water. It killed
the mussels but in the meantime while they was
doing that the fleet of boats fro@ Biloxi, Mis-
sissippi, came there aod they fished'all the hard

work, so there was almost a shooting spree. My

/
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~

" There was almost a-ahooting spree so they came up

to New Orleans and they asked the man at the

foyster for the State of Louisiana.»

\

father told me that because he was working then.

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries what could
be done about 1it. |

The gentleman; he granted them the first
lease on the east side of the river, and it was
granted on these terms; that they are having that

lease because they are going to produce a better

. Gentlemen, I have here a little quota-
tion that I sared.A it was Wednesday, February 13,
1974, ‘"Ofsters from Trees." It is king of long
Do yoo_all want me to read the whole thing?

- MR. GILBERT:’ What does it say? -
 MR. VUJNOVICH: All right. "Even a
child knows that oysters don't'grow on'trees, but
even 1if they’did, epecial care would have_to be
taken of the trees. Just as the orange trees of
flaquemines Parish have specific soill and oiimatic
requirements, so too do the oysters.of Plaquemines
Parish and other coastal parishes require precise‘

natural conditions to reproduce. There must be
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just the right salance of salt and fresh water if
the oysters are to flourish aﬁd continue ta pro-
vide the res;aurants of South Louisiana. If ;hére
lis cOé much s#1t in the water, the oysters fall
pfey to such prédators as the sea conch or oyster
driil, which bore§ a ﬁole in thrqugh the oyster
shell and extrécts the meat.

"The salt water dnugfiéh also causes
majé@ damage to oyster c?Ops by crushing the shells
and.eafing the.meat; :The ﬁatefbb?ﬁe oystér_fungus
l1s another threat_if';he.water salinity reaches’
two percent or'mofe;:,There'are specific facts
established by résearchers with the Lbuiéiana Wild-~
life éhd Fisheries Commission.- The Louisiana oysté
is in abeyance because of erosion of the marshes
. land the conch line steadily is moving further inlan
bringing the pfedatqrs. That 1is why they call it
the conch line. Be&ond that line the pfedatory
‘ﬁonch cannot live. |

“"There is trouble on the fresh watér~side
of the line, too. More and more the acreage of
oyster farming is being shut down because of urban

pollution., Last year's hepatatls scare dramatized

l

-

° .
333 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans

<)



14

the point,
..“Wnat can be done to see that future

generations of Louisiana enjoy the abundance'of
~oysters and other,seafood~whicn tneir grandparents
enjoyed and their parents enjoy now? If anything
is done, it will. be up to the people of today and-
their political leaders. A major effort to protect
Louisiana's seafood industry éhrough a coastal zone
manaéenent is the subject of discussion at a con-
ferenoe in Baton}Rougektoday and"tomorrow; .

M"The program was outlined by the Louisi-
ana Advisory Commission on Coastal and Marine
Resources created by the legislature in 1972 It

.is up to Louisiana's political leaders to see that
an effective program is enacted at the next session
of the legislature.h Some politicians born and
raised in the marshlands display an appalling
indifference toward what is happening to the wet-
lands and the seafood industry. They seem to think
ofsters grow on trees or are hatched in the kitchen
of their favorite restaurant. It is the kind of

ignorance or willful indifference which more than

the sea conch is killing the Louisiana oyster

o .
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~of the seed ground area to individual oyster

peOple. I have 1ooked at the 1aws governing the

1ndustry;“

| ‘Genfleﬁen;.we all know that while this
was going on we had the opening of the Bonnet
Carre Spillway.. I happened to be the president of
the Louisiana Ofster Dealeré aﬁd Growers -at the
time and 1 stated on TV that was the best thing
that ever happened to the Louisiana oyster indus-
try. Fishermen here can vegify this. The'1974-75,
'75-}76 seasons were véfy good for the Louisiana
oystef induqtry, 'That>§hduld ﬁa§é'£aﬁght’the
people iﬁ fhis dgpa?fmenﬁ séméthing and it éhould
have taught the people in :he oyé;er iﬁduétry
something. - : o ) \

‘We are doing very little to bring the

Mississippi River into the marshlands. The rgason'

why, gentlemen, as. I state again, is the leasing

leasing Qf the‘leases on the east side of the
river, and gentlemen, the only thing I could find
in.this book is a regulation defining the water
in which Oyste§sﬂmay'be fished from the natural

reefs east of the Mississippi River and fixing the
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basis §£ leasiﬁg in this district. The,régulation
provides that any'person,-firm or éorporation,domi-
ciled in the state eng#ged in the canning or oystexy-
shucking‘businesg may enjoy the right of fishing
oysters from the natural reefs in Nigger Ldké,
Laké Fortuna, Lake Athanasio, Drum Bay and every-
thing onithe 6utside running froﬁ California Point,
includinglMitcheli Keys, Martin Island, Brush
Isiaﬁd? boor,Point, Sundown Island, isle'aux Pitre,
up to'and including the Missiséippi Soﬁnd; No
dredging.will be perﬁitted elsewhere in the Louisi-
ana marshes irrespeétive of depth.of_waterf
'Regulatioﬁ p;ovideé aiso.that éuchwper-
sons, firms or corporation shall Ie#se water bot-
toms from the state under tﬁe #rovisi&ns set forth
in Act 54 of 1914 on the following ﬁagis: 4if oper-
ating 26 to 40 bbats,‘you~afe’entit1ed to 1,000
acrés{ if operafing‘16 to 25 boats; you are en-
titled to 750 acres; if errating.ll to 15 boats;
500 acres; if operating six to 10 boats, 250»acres;
if operating one to five Boats, 100Aacres.v ’
Licenses will not be granted to any person, firm

or corporation to fish oysters from water bottoms

G
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of the territory abovementioned and'known'as
Louisiana‘matsh until the terms herein contained
are complied with, unless by special permission
granted by the,beoartment.

~Gent1emen,wLouisiana matsh, we call it
Louieiana mareh from the houndaty line of the Mis-
Asissippi Rivet to Breton.outsidelto the Gulf of
Mexico. The reason why I call attention to this,
gentiemen, is I am not trying to stir any humbug

or anything personal or anything, ‘but I happen to

" | have 121 acres in the seed ground area which was

known as Hackberry Bay.. With the 121 acres 1
raised six children and my wife and 1 prOSpered
I am a good citizen in this wonderful city. I am
well known. Last week I donated four‘boxes of
oysters to Channel 12, My'wife went on.thete and
we are going to open up those four boxes for a
special party. The bid brought in $210.£or 400
oysters.:~Now think, gentlemen. That is really a
tremendous benefit for the Louisiana ofster‘indusﬂ
try when 400 oysters can bring $210._.But that is
a thing of the oast.

The State of Louisiana took away my
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leases. Noﬁ fi§e months o@t of the year I don't
~know where I am goling to get‘the seedloysters to
replage that hard work that I have.done on this‘
121_aéres which people in this room kﬁow, the} can

verify this, that of all the people in the Louisian

oyster industry I produced more oysteré from béddimg‘

less than anybody in this room, and that is a fact,
gentlemen. o

And so I am asking this, that I think I

was sincerely discriminated agéinst and I ask that

these laws be looked into and be enforced, because,

gentlemen, there are people that own as high as
eight, ten, some'people 18,000 acrés on fhe ;ast
side of the river which i# knoﬁﬁ as the Louisiana
seed grounds. Where'in tﬁe wofld a#g we going to
get the oysceté ﬁhgn everything is legsed?
THE'CHAIRMAN:  Pete, excuse me. I have
got to ask you tovgéke your recommendation oﬁ the
closing. Wg aré getting a.litple‘bit off the sub-
ject and I wish you would tell us what your'recom-
mendati&n is.on the glosing date. I agree that
you probably have somé réom for complaiqt there,

but we are holding this meeting particularly for

a
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the purposé to decide when weﬂa;e going t6 close
»thé seasdn; on January 1 or March 1 or whenever.
MR. VUJNOVICH: Gentlemen, I look at it
this way. I believe when I closed the season once
upon a time aboﬁt six weeks -- you know, let me go
on one minute -- and I went down to Pointe a la
Hache and the éeople at'Pbinte arla H?che wére
looking croéégyed at me, aigoét threw'me overboard.
Whén.l wént back in September, they all hugged and
kisséd me. Oh, Captain Péte, you kneﬁ what you
were doing,lwe are géing tqih#vg one of the most
wonderful seasons in the oygtér iﬁdﬁstry;‘which ve
i1d. : . - .o
So, gentlemen, f recommgnd}tﬁig, tﬁat
Jandary 1 bé your closing, béc;use.iet‘s také a
chance and let's see if miracles caﬁno; ha?pen out
there from Jaﬁuary 1 until Lasq; Day. Thank you.
THE'CHAIRkAN: Thank you, Mr. Pete; Just]
for the information of the audienée,'l bgiieve
Harry told me yesterday that thé Governor h#s
finally gotten a $30,000 grant ﬁo study running
fresh water through the Bonnet Carre Spillway.

Is that right, Harry? We are trying in our own

[
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meager way to 1ﬁf1uence the government inﬁo maybe
putting some more siphons in and putting some more
frésh wa;ef in that will move that saltwater line
back out, which we think will heip the oyster
industry. | .' . _' | | ‘
"A' "MR..VUJNOVICH: Also 1 be11eve the indus-H
try has Asked.to open up the Spillway, which was
the program that should havg_éeen coﬁpleted quite

a feﬁlyears ago,Agnd maybe that is the reason why
we éfé~going to have it finishéd;lbecauseAthe com-
mon people were complaining.-- . - |

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me say that is con- .
trolled by the Cdrps of Engineefs and the fe&eral
gove;nmentAand we have vegy.litéle influence with
them. Who would like to be next,'piease?

| MR. LUKE JURISICH: I am from Empire,
Loﬁisiana and.I represent myéélf because 1 am not
ﬁith no organizatio; right now.

I have been listening to all these
speakers here and they have all got good poiﬁts,
but it seems like the main thing that they are
‘talking about is fresh water, and we are not gettin

no fresh water over there and we can close that

o~

g
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season tod#y and it won't do a‘d#mned bit of good.
~Until_§ou get fresh water qvef.theré, it is not
going to do you no good; All they are going to.do
by closing the season early is pfobabiy allow.a '
good meal for some snails.. fhank you.

. THE CHAiRMAN: Luke, do you recommend
clqsing-the se;son January 1 or ﬁarch or wh#t is
your fecommendation?. , .

| MR. JURISiCHiJ 1 though;umy speech was
a litfle explanatory;l Mar;h l.ig.good, :"

MR. MIRO SﬁAVICH; _I'a9'a stranger here
toAﬁost of the;pedpie;' Some,.theﬁ know me, some
don't., I am a ﬂéwcoﬁer in oyster busihess. ?IAalso
sympathize with Mr. Pete Vﬁjnqviph for}ﬁs'1oss of
his grounds. However, I do nog agree with him on
closure of season. There is a lot of families, a
{lot of‘fisherméh~that depend to_gupport their
family and pay the éills with those éysﬁers. I
don't really nee& any oysters.acroés ghg river, I
am on the east side. So, from my benefirt, it will
be éood if they close the.season, ﬁut I have to
look at brothers.in pain; If we work those reefs,

I am sure most of you here agree with me, the more
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you turn fhose shells over,‘the better gro@th you
will get. So muéh of that;

There 1s another matter flwould like ﬁo
Speak.if I aﬁ allowed. dur biggest trouble is oil
companies,'pipeiines, dredgiﬁg companies, that they
poliute, destroy-ﬁatural habitats of the seafood,
wildlife and éhellfish, so 1 wouia récommend to
you gentlemen, you who rulélhéfe'today and for all
days.past and ﬁhelfutufe;’that you get a little
more Strict measures on.whét theidil company can
{ do and before you aliow it Qny4pg:m1t to drill,
dredgé or pass the pipelines, you.should get some
kind of study on it and sée-what is the damaée done
and therefore guide yourseif frpm.there on, for
future permits. | | o

"I think right now that is enough. I aﬁ
suré in the fufufé you will hear:me more. Thank |
you. . Coes s o
~ THE CHAIRMAN: What 1is youf recommenda-
tion on the date? | |

MR. SLAVICH: I would say you stay at

least till April. Now to me, no matter, but I am

looking on other people has bills and no oysters.

° .
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MR. JOSEPH CORONA: I represent Joey's
Oyster House and Stock's of iouisiana. It seems
that everybody is in agreement that eiosing the
reef 1s not going to actually help the.reef,iit
is going to takevother measures to help things out
other than Just closing it, so I would like to
recommend that we close it May 1 .d oL
'. THE CHAIRMAN; Thank you_verj much, Joe.
Anybody'else? | ‘_v | | : | I._.A »
| MR. AUcﬁsf VEGAS: I'amﬁwith the bealers
and Growers and also with the Louisiana Oyster
Festival and also King of the Louisiana Oyster
Festival,. I would like to have read to you a
.biologist s report on their recommendations on
when the‘season.should be closed and I also recom-
mend that the season be.closed January 1. I would
like to have the biologist's reporr‘readi Thank
THE CHAiRMnN: fhank you,vAugust. .boes
anybody else wish to be heard? AAnybody in the
audience have any recommendations? Yes, sir.
MR. JOSEPH PIAZZA: 1 am an oyster fish-

erman in Plaquemines Parish and I am a member also

&
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of the'Louisiane Oyster Growers Association ano
.the Plaouemines Association elso. I have been
looking every day, fishing every day, and the
people recommend here they né got no oysters and
all the fishermen almost in Empire is averaging,
you know, 80 to 90 sacks a day and they are having
no compleints-on the'quality and‘oysters have been
doing so good and producing.so good, now I am think
ing what happen 1if they close the season today,
where our industry is going to be’ In other words;
, people is almost you know forgot to.eat oysters.

We going to hurt the business wherever you look.
Also you got plenty young ones, you know, with
brand-new boats and also I got a:couple of people
work for me . Wnat nappen-if tney close tne season
today?A Going to lay them.off and eyerybody going
on unemployment ~We got enough employment right
now. You got to look at everything, you know,

straight.

1 been to the Louisiana Oyster Growers
Association, the Plaquemines Oyster Association,
and in other words, you know, I am disagreeing with

everybody. Most of my point, you know, we need

[ ]
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thé fresh watef; this industry; and clamshell,
you kpow; something like that. Mainly my problem
is oil company; you know. They are throwing tﬁe
pipg,‘you knéw, all over, and one boat was sunk
yesterday. Wherever you drédge right now, you
kﬁoﬁ, the Black~Bay; someplace like that, they
ca#ching.the éipe. Nébody tellihg nothing. 1In
otﬁe:Awords; nobody checking,ynobody passing by
and nobody telling nothing..'Somebody,supposed to
tell fhem to gtop fhat,»thét is bﬁ} 1iving there.
| ‘My point{ fou_knoﬁ, I'tbink I agrée.you
close the season March lj' o .. i
THE CHAIRMAN: You fééommend March 17
MR, PIAZZA: That’s.f;ght,_;.  "
| THE CHAIRMAN: rThd;k‘you...Mr. ﬁegas, you
wanted the biologist‘s repoft.read. They gave us
a preliminafy'report and we are ﬁaiting for the
input from this gréup herg, your group; beforé'we
get a final rebort;.and it willlbé read, I aﬁ sure,
at the December meeting. We have not finalized
anything because we were waiting to get the rgcoﬁ-
mendations of this group. |

FROM THE FLOOR: You say it will be read

Egg HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orleans

S
oY



- 26

at the December meeting?
' THE CHAIRMAN:. Yes: sirn

FROM THE FLOOR: Then yon wénft be able
to act then. '. | N

THE CHAIRMAN; I don't eee any reason
why.net,‘under the emergeney nrocedures-act. Does
anyone else wieh to be heard fhie morning?

MR. LEOPOLD TALIANCICH: Mr. Chairman
Gentlemen of the Board ladies and gentlemen in the
audience, I am kind of in the middle of this deal.
It s;arts.off, no matter which way 1 go, I am . going.
| to lose some friendé, It starte off with whether
we are going to ge by conservation'considerafions.
I,don'f knew what the exact,recqnmendations nre.
Or if we are going to go by ecenomies of the:busi-
ness. It comes down to tne fact that we need both
of them. It is kind of : metter which way you go
you are in a jam, and it looks like if it comes
down to the economics of the deal it comes down
to the politics of the deal, which will end up
dictating compromise. | .

Everybody has got their own axe to grind

but \I hate to see them grind then/against each
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othér;,mtke a lot of Qild accusations, wild‘recom-
mendations; becauseAtﬁat only hurts, As far as
fresh wtter or salt water, that was some thing that
was beyond our control. We have got industrial
dévelopment that has got to be déve;oped; Wg_have
had}étosion that eroded our £ish shoals away and
a 1ot-of'sa1t ﬁater intrusion. ft,was unfortunate
in the induttrial developméqt&that a lot of canals
and stuff had to be dug. | N |

- To open the Bonnet Carre Spillway,.i
. donft see where that is’goigg tp_do Louisiana peOpl%
"any good. i cén”dniyutee whete it is.éoing to hurt
!us. Our problem-is to gét éur fresh water dtwn
there in the Nigger Lake area and American Bay area
with hurting anybody as little as we can., One of
the things to get the water in there now is to go
ahead and get Ba}ou Lamoque open. The structure
is supposed to Be‘f;nished.w The river is atld
pretty good levél and as much water as we can get
tﬁrough there, the better off we are going to be.

Thank you, gentiemen. i‘

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. You make a lot

of sense, Leo. Anyone else?
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MR. WILLIAM KASS: Gentlemen, I feel
sorry for you méﬁ sitting on this Board. You have
a decision to make which is the future §f these
fishermen and producers and everything else. Let
me just state this. 1If you'ciose January 1, you
afé gbing tovbe'damned because with'the stealing
thgt is going-on, some of this‘étuff is going to
be stolen and you are going to get blamed for it.
If it is closed March 1, the littlg oysters that
are gbing to.be'sacked ana waétéd;,you=are>going
to be blamed for'that. _.“ ‘ |

THE CHAIRMAN: You sound like my wife!

MR. KASS: Mr., Chairman, 1 feel sérry'
for ail of you all because this is something that
you are going to have té take in h#nd, but I do
feel that for one time this industry has sat down
and respected:each other. Theée»men have differ-
ent dates, they ar; not fighting over it; they
all believe in something whaf they feel. But,
gentlemen, either way you go, we are going to get
hurt. This is a hard decision to maké and when'I
say stealing, I'mean stealing, because the week

before the season opened, there was two boats in

[
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~
Hackberry Reservatioh; thch I continued to report
it; and it took getting(a stere Senator out of bed
on Sunday morning to get him out of there. Alse,
there.is stealing going eh right now en this same
closed area. There is a boet out there that is |
dredging with no- name, which is a violation, a
registration marked on the boat.’ He is dredging
in the reservation. The other day he was boarded
by a Conservation man.~:He bluffed the man into
believing he was on- his own leases in the middle

| of a sanctuary. -

B Gentlemeh,»i feel sorrf for you; because
you are going to get shot at.‘ It is going to be a
hard decision, so what are you going to do is try
to conserve what you have out there and keep the
thieves off or are you Just going to let it be

~sacked and worry about it next year’ A lot of our
lives and a lot of our future depend on it so,
gentlemen, just do your best. |

MR. GILBERT: Do you.have a recommenda-
tion? : | N .
| THE CHAIRMAN: He made it a while ago.

MR, KASS: I made it from the association|.

[
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A

I stand neutral as the president.

THEICHAIRMAN: Let.me say this. Any time
yoﬁ find a violation out there, if yeu don'tAget
satisfaction from whomever you call, you call me
or any member on this board and we will get with
the Chief and work the problem out

MR. KASS: Well, 1 will tell you what I
fly a lot and.I-fine them out there.and‘I report
tﬁeﬁ,-but this same man -- N : ~”' .

“THE CHAIRMAN°‘ Whom do yoe report them tq?

”MR. RKASS: I call this office. When thisg
office is.not open on Saturday_and Sundaf, I'try
to get to the Enforeemen:; Like I said;'lhget-one
of the state Senators out‘oﬁ bed one'Sundaf ﬁorn-
ing and he got'eome actien beceuee he didn't iike
that. One of the men thar came out last week; I
think it was Captain Pere had reported him, and
that is one got bldffed off the boat. Now I think
maybe you need some schoeling for some of_tﬁese men
boarding these boats out rhere. You know, if they
are going to steal.fromhthe state, they don't think
nothing of stealing from us wheﬁ they are crossing

-

our bedding grounds.
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But gettiné back to the cleeing'of the
'seeson;‘llfeel that i1f you are going to close if
January 1;:you are going to need some enforcement
and if you don't close it January 1, you are still
going to need some enforcement because I challenge
anybody to show me that every boat on that wild
reef right now is legitimate. I have boats out
}there myself and they are so illegitimate it ain't
fuhhf,Af can hang my head, but itfsleither that or
survival or nothing. ._ J | .’.

THE CHAIRMAN' Lep'me aek.ng this, which|
one of our agepts was bluffed off»that'thing?*

MR, KASS: I don't know ﬁhich one.ivIt
eame from the marine lab is all.I:understand.
Captain Pete might know, he ie.the one that called.

| MR. VUJNOVICH: Gentlemen,fl called the
marine lab beeause at least one of the boats was
fishing on the lease that was taken away from me,
and they had a gentleman thaﬁ gave me a very, very
satisfactory answer. It was fast, it was ihpossibl
to be any faster; because I happened Eo be out
there that day and I was resurveying some of my

old leases, and I told the surveyor, do you have a

e
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radio on there.: He said yes, and I said 6a11 Cap-
tain Sanders; caii the marine lab to send a boat
out there, there is two boats fishing oysters out
there. So when the boat.came, he came Vhere we:
was leasing, and the gehtleman talked to me. I
don t know who ‘he was, an_éldérlﬁ man. He told
me, Captain Pete, those people afe drédging on theif
own leases. I said; well, énybody-in Hackberry Bay
doh'£ héve a 1ease; the.only person ﬁho'had leases
therevﬁas myself and the& ﬁere'takéﬁ ‘avay from me,
so if he is dredging in Hackberry Bay, he 1s.vio-
lating the law. That was all I had to say.

THE CHAIRMAN'. What date did that happen
Captain Pete’ y e ‘

MR. VUJNOVICH: .It_w;s‘on'a rﬁesdgy; but
he had stopped these boats before. Now I don't kno
which boats he stopped but thére is one man has a
lease 1in thefe_and ;he.shorgline washed away. 1
call it Hackberry Bay but they call it something
else so it don't make much difference. But these
two boats, they are cons;antly in there. I believe

it wouldn't take no trouble to catch them but one

of the reasons I believe why they are not being
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caught ié; as you know; all your boats have the
emblem; the décal; aﬁg they §eeithat through the
field glass; and they pick ﬁp their dredges. Like
one of the surveyors told me, i seén them in there
but their dredges were out of the water. They had
a féw'oysters on-aeck. Sb Qhat can‘the man do?

" y.iTHE.CHAiRMAN; ~When yod se§ them there
again, caller.,Angeile, Hé will také care of the
problem. WA . Ai . | . . N

 MR. ?ﬁJN¢v1¢g{” I will gladly do it. It

is no éroblem. Anj‘gpod suﬁpy day: especially he
is working mostly an hour §r two before dark and .
"until about eight o;élock.in ;hé morning, an& then
he ﬁakes off. ) o ..M; . .  o
| SECRETARY ANGELLE: 1Is he a local person?

MR;‘VUJNOVICH: 1 dgn't kﬁow_the gentle-.
man but one of the boats .is c#lled.the MARSH.HEN
and the other boat &on'ﬁAhave nothing at all on it;
no number, nothing. , ‘A . _

THE CHAIRMAN: The MARSH HEN?

MR..VﬁJNOVICH: MARSH HEN,dtﬁac's the namp

he has got on the boat., It is a little oyster

flat-bottom skiff that carries maybe 200 sacks of
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oystersr I am out there four' five days a week
and it has constantly been going on.

THE CHAIRMAN: Would you call it to Mr.
Angelle's attention the next time you see it?

,MR. VUJNOVICH: And'also those people
opened up the Hackberry Bay area about four days
before it was supposed to be open., That's the
bestAI can say. .-:i-v ) T .-\'

MR. JOHN FARAé' They kind of caught me
-off'guard I was the first one to speak but since
{ I have heard the rest of them speak and talking
| about all these youngsters in the oyster business
and the old people in the oyster business, I believb
I don't think I am young any more. I happen to be
58 years old and I think I am Just about as old as
Mr. Vujnovich overbhere;.and to my enperience in
the oyster business, the.season'has aiways been
opening from September to May. I rememberinhen_l
was a youngster, throwing'them shellslon the shell
pile and rebed them, and the best time for.your
seed is in May and June. I don't know the reason

why they want to close the season in March. Nobody

specified a reason why they want to close it.

56
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Because they have some spats out there?
There is snats out there f;on the.day the seasont
opens until the day it closes. &hese boys in‘tne
fishing business right now that they-call young-
sﬁers is naking.a~bettef lining right now than when]
ethe seasen first opened up. Nobody said the reason
why they want to close it, on January 1. Why they
don't leave it up to the Wi}dlife and Fisheries?
They have got bielogisfs and so forth and so on
that is checking into :ni§ etufflwhenAte close the
season, when to open’the eeeson.:;Lastlyear they
wanted 1t in AprilA They started on April and
then they wind up on April 25 ‘

Well since I came up in this business
they only had one opening date. Tney always been
opening from September to May, but all at one time
they wanted to meke some kind of changes. So 1
can understand peepie that got natural groﬁth beds
on the west side ef the Mississippi River. 'Fine,
close the beds on the east bank, so they can wind
up with $10, $§12 a sack for their oysters, and the
rest of us is going to starve to-death!

We have got families. We had two sterms
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down at ;he monoh of_the niver, Betsy and Camille.:
I was wiped out twice. I was'one of the biggest at
one time. Now I,an the sma11est. Plenty of these
fellons never even got hu;t. Ilhave‘got>an ooliga-
tion day to dayfthat I have got~oo meet, the federa
'government every month I have got to meet, meet my
notes. The rest of these boys got new boats and
got obligations to meet and they got families and
they got to live. | R | .
I belieVe in live and let live.:_Ihank
} you, gentlemen. . . I
| THE CHAIRMAN~- Thenk ?ou.‘. ‘
| ’ (Applause)
Does anyone else wish to be heard? )
,FROM IHE'FLOOR:‘ How about the biologist
report? Will it be ready today? h
. THE CHAIRMAN: ;peeember, I think about
the 12th ano 13th,_1Decenber:13. The final deci-
sion won't be made unti{xafper we get the input
from this meeting here. I don't know whether Harry
hes any report he wants to make this morning or not

MR. SCHAFER: Mr. Chairman, this was set

up so that we could get input from the industry
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todéy and then the decision would be made at the
next meeting; whiéhAwould be December 13,

Also, while I am up here; a.report on.
Bayqu Lamoqué, which you heard mentibned several
times. The work was done. it tq&k a long time to
get the thing started and they had to move some
pipélinesvand.éomé wires overhead in order to do
the.work and theylaré on thé-last'phase of it now.
Théy'cbmpleted everythiﬂg tﬁét was in the conﬁragt:
They found we had som; monéi 1éf£~o§er to do a
| little dredging on t5e~1itt;e.channel that goés;to
the ﬁorthwest,'whéfe we;wan;.mos§:§f ﬁh?iwater to
go, anyway. With the money.we have left ovef; we
are having that thing dredged §ut. They have been
|working on that for a week.now‘and it shouldﬁ't
take more thanva“couple of weeks to ge t that thing
completed but ﬁe,talked to Public Works today and
they said we cogiq’éo #head and open some of the
gates that will not inteffere with the dredging of
that 1little channel that they are working on. As
soon as I can get back with the Department of Publiy
Works, we are going to see about .getting some‘of

the gates opened so you will have some fresh water

L4
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flowing in there pretty soon. _
. THE CHAIRMAN: Good. Thank you, Harry.
Anyone else?  Yes, sir. | , _

Mﬁ; ROBERT 3URAs£ I'am from the Empire
area aﬁd 1 am new to the oyster indhstry. I have
jdsﬁibeén in it fér about fouf or five months now
an# 1 Qill bexone\of the victims‘thﬁtfs hurt by
this closing January, but 1§ is not going to hurt
me th#t bad because I h;ve 10 yéars with Tenneco
011 aﬁd I work fo: anvoil'éompény aﬁd_I ém juét
trying to switqh félihe oys;éf indus;r&.

I would like to speak'fér so@g of my
friends frbm Empiré; A lot of these fe11§w§~here;
they have new boats, boats ;hat_;hej Just purchased.‘
They have families, and I thiﬁk deep consideration
should be taken before a date is set for cloéing
it. Thank yod._ : o _ N o

THE CgAIﬁﬁ@N:ﬂ Thank you,.sir;v Did‘you
havé_a particular recoméepdaﬁion as to the d;te?

| MR. BURAS: I think March 1 would be a
comfortable date., I doﬁ't think a couple of months
early in closing it ﬁould really hurt them that bad

but I really do think January would really put them
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in a bind for néxt year. ~

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. The Chair
hould just-like to see a show of hands from people
in thé audience who would,like to see Jahuaryhl as
the closing daté. If you afe in favor of January 1
raise your hand. | “

(Show of hands) | N
Six on January. All right létfs iook
at’Fébfuary. Anybody 1n favor of February 17 None.
| | All right’ how about March 1? Hold up
your hands while I get a count. | h- L '
\ (Show of hands) 'h R

How about Apr::l.l‘7 May’ One Ap:ii hnd

one Mﬁy. ’Yes, sir.' _ ': ' :.'.l :

~ FROM fHE FLOOR; I-éévéhiég huré £f it
was to be a hehd count, .yhu.wouidn't haﬁe enough
room in here to hold the. fishermen. That s right._
We didn't expect it to be a hand vote.

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, this isn't really
significanh. I just wanted to'kihd of get a little
input on who was répresented here.A i'don't duite
get your point, sir. Do'you think»we are goiné to

use thié poll as a means by which to set the season?
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?kOM fHE fLOOR: I was under that im-
pression. | '_ N _- ' |
. THE CHAIRMAN: No, sir. No, sir.
MR. LUTTRELL: We have two groups here,
and you aie with Empire} What's the other one?

o 'FROM THE FLOOR: Thé,Oyster’Growers

Asgociéﬁion.7u b: N | ‘_b | _ | '

MR, LUTTRELL: Théyfhapﬁen to have about
30, 35 peopleureprésentéd and the other group has
about six or.sevén:peoélé:feprésent§df .Ié that
.what it boils down4£; tddafim;‘:.wﬂ,:;hi ) |

-FROM THE FLOOR: feé;‘ o .“u

 MR. LUTTRELL: Tha:'s fine.f_i jus£ wanted
to understand things.. I iike tqwgff ;6 voﬁe fiéht.

| A_Mk. LEOPOLD TALIANCI&H:. Gentlemen, as

you know, I stated my name before, Leopold,Taiian—
cich., Ivhate}to>take_up yddr Valugble time, re- .
discussing any éf‘éﬁis, because if we are going
to discuss it and:a11;go inté pﬁr pe;spnal businesg
aﬁd that, we can be here for weeks, and boy,
nothing I.would love bétter, because 1f they want
a filibuster, I can give it to then. IBut regard-

less, like I said before, personally I would like
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to see 1t closed January 1; but Iﬂthink wifh the
~rea1;ty of things we will end up with some.kind of
compromise; - |
| "But when‘a lot df peoble come up here,
giving us tearé, especially.when they are croco-
di}éﬂtears,'i hate that, because a lét of ﬁhese
pepple that ié crying.have got ogheé businesses.
There is only §ne man honest énough to state he
hés.gﬁt another job. Me myself, éou will hear
them refer to me as a big fisherman. Well,:I takd
it as a joke because~there is a hundred ways you
can mean that, 1f they mean in weight, I am the
biggest fishermah, and if they mean in pfodu;tion,
there is a lot of ways yoﬁ can';ake‘that because
I amvan oﬁnér-operator of my bsatf. I:have been all
my life and my daddy and each one ofﬁmy brothers
own and Operaﬁe boats. That's why fhe first thing
ﬁhey-ére ready to Holler at us, "0@, §§¢ big fish-
erman!" Sometimes look twice and.éee who is the
big fisherman. B |
I take caré of my financigl business and

make sure I stay on a solid financial footing. I

hate, like I say, to see anybody get hurt, but we

Q
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are not‘the‘poverty,program. A man has get to look
out fer himself. You know, even the Good Lord can
only help them that help themselves. |

Thank you, gentlemen..

"THE CHAIRMAN: Thenk you, sir. You have
made a lot of sense here today. Yes,.sir. This
will wind it up. ‘ _ : e

MR. JURISICH: Ot,Kf, ge‘haQ; been hear-
1ng a lot of people giving their own personal feel-
ings and so forth.but there is still only one fact
and one fact in here,.and that 1s the only way you
are going to haye more oysters over there is have
fresh water. Like I stated earlier, you eanhclose
it enyitime you, want, Until yoe get tresh water
over there, youjare not going to heye more oysters.
It is a fact. It has happenee the past three or
four years before this.last.year.' Whenvwe_had the
high river and wexhed the fresh water, we had |
oysters. You can.debate all you want about clos-
ing it and 1t aih't going to do no good.

THE CHAIRMAN: .Thahk you. Yes, sir,
just a minute and then”we are going to bring this

to a halt.

O
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'_MR.'VﬁJNOVICH: Fellow Bosro Members and
- Mr. Chairman, either way you.ell close, January 1
orvMaroh 1, it is not going to help the coming
| year too much, so anything you a1i do -- if.you
all close March 1, I would ask this, that during
the 60 days that the season be open from January 1
toyMarohbl, tnat you hsve the enioreement agent
board these boats snd check‘them'ond make sure
‘that they do not do like they usually do, bring
the 1itt1e seed oysters to se11 to our customers..
As one oyster fisherman out here,‘he‘
said that the oysters are moving. Well, I have
got news for him. I got out.of'the dealer busines$
on account of that. I could not overcome my over-
head because the customers I was serving did not
want to buy the little oysters, and the people
that are left'as dealers invfhe Louisiann oyster
industry are having problems,‘too.;:h h:. N
So, 1if you close it January 1< wnieh I
sincerely recommend, or either way,wbut-then as
there is a shortage of oysters and the boys have
invested a lot of money like personally myself,

and what is 60 days more, because during those 60
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-out of‘that because that is our two worst months

days they will only be able to work abou;'30 days

in the oyster industry, January and february,
northwesfers and stuff like that. So you all'do
wﬁat you all wént{ Let your éonsciencé'be your
gdidé. Thank you. .» _< _‘
" THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Mr. Ensminger.
" MR. ALLAN‘ENSMINGQRf Am I supposed to
talk about oysters or £ﬁr? i’feel very familiar
with these cohménts thésé oyster fiéhermen are
making, Mr._Chairﬁaﬁ;_vA§ yéu’and'f'and the
Director and.maﬁy of'the Board ﬁeﬁberguhave foen
diéchssed, thgse'marshes.in southeaét Louisiéna
are deteriorating at a.ve;y alérming féﬁe. ”Cer-
tainly the problemé that face ﬁhe"oyster:fishermen
are parallel tp‘the ones.that~facé thé duck hunter
and the fur trapper and everybody elée.here in thisg
part of our~state‘£hd certainly I think that fhe |
oyster fishermen ﬁave finally come down to.aﬁﬁéint
where they are going to get their stuff togethér
and go and join with thése other resource managers

and try and insist that something be done to

restore these southeastern Louisiana marshes.

N\

Sece
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A massive diversion channel somewhere
around the head of Bayou des‘Allemands to put some
fresh water down into the ﬁarataria Bay system
‘wouldAbe of tremendous economic vaiue‘to the oysterx
industry. 'It would rejuvenate the trapping indus-
try in the marshes along Bayou Lafourche and the
upper end of Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes,
Certainly some type of.large structure further up
the'river on the east bank would have a tremendous
influence on the oyster and certainly the trapping
industry. Many of these oyster»fishermen were
young traopers back'in the days of the erevasse
over‘in Carnovan and their fathers and grandtathers
made a lot of the money that they founded their
oyster business out of trappiné muskrat following
that big break in the Mississippi River levee.

Certainly the points that they ‘have made
here with regard to fresh water introduction are
parallel to other types of‘management, but to get
on to the business that I‘have at hand for you,
in.years gone by, of course, Louisiana has led the

nation in fur production. For many years we have

been number one in the nation. Last year we

- .
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produced $25 million worth of fur in our state and
this'was divided up among ebout six or seven thou-
sand trappers. This represents probably 16 orA17
thousand peoole that were involved either in
skinning nutria and muskrat’or helping their par-
ents trap or run their trapping-operations in thesg
marshes,'so oertainly the fur 1ndustry is an
extremely important part oﬁ our'eoonomy“

As in all the environmental natural
resource oriented industries, we have had a tre-
mendous amount of pressure put on us by the eco-
freaks of this country in an effort to try and
close trapping through the banning of 1eg-hold
traps -- : R
THE CHAIRMAN: -Would'youhoall then'by
that name one more time? .(Laughter)A _. N

MR. ENSMINGER: Well, I think probably
eco-freaks 1is as:good avdescription as anything;
Doyle. They arehwell-meaning people that are
aware of problems that are occurring in our envi-
ronment and they have different opinions and ideas
of course from wildlife managers and they feel

that total protection of an animal is the only

(3
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thing that is reqnired to make it flourish and re-
produce and c;;tainly as wlldlife managers we have
found out in the early part of the century that‘
this nasn't the answer, that habitat manipulation
is the answer toward produclng these resources, and
certainly wise utllization of a resource requires
some harnest cf the aurplus animals. "In the fur
industry this has been,provenﬁmany, ﬁany times.

Of chnrse, the leghold trap is the most effective
means by which to harvest furbearing animals.

In Ohio a referendum was put before the
voters recently. It was defeated by about 60 per-
cent of the voting public in Ohio and once and for
all should establish in the eyes of the nation that
this is an emotional thing and that in fact trapping
is not bad and certainly is an impcrtant part of
the economy. |

In Louislana we hane been called on in
recent months to.provide.a tremendoua amount of
information to defend the continuation of the
trapping of the bobcat and the rivervotter in our
state. Louisiana has'prcbably led the nation in

the production of otter skins for several years.

0
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There is a move afoot now to set a quota on the
number of otters and bobcats.that can be taken out
of.Louisiana and put into national trade and into
international trade. We susPeet thattthis same
type of move wili be forthcoming in many of our
other fur-producing animals..

| What we are here today requesting that
thelBoard do is request that\our fur buyers repbrt
to us at the close of the 1977-78 trapping season
their transactions with regard to the number of
~animals purchased based on the parish by which thef
buy these furs. We are not interested in what they
pay for their furs and what—have-you, but we do
need for our use and to defend their:ewn industry
better information with regard.to the number of
animals that are‘being taken and where those ani-
mals are coming from in Louisiana. B

The deaiers report to us, and:this of

course.1ls where we collect our severance tax; and
we see no probiem with regard to this part of the
industry, but we certainly do need some additional

information,and we feel that this can be gained

from the buyer level.

/
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A few'years ago Greg Linscomb.working

in rhe fur'division'got abour a 60 percent volun-
_tary response ro.a quesrionnaire thar he sent to
the buyers. Some of them were able to distinguish
where they~boughr their‘furs from their records.
Others reeponded4that rney.didnft know exactly what
pariéh rhey ceme fromAbnt~they éeve him an esti-
marion of where:they felt that most of their furs
came from. | d 2 ;." -~ . ."‘. A
| This type of information is extremely
valuable to us and I think it is something we are
going to have to heve to perpetuate our 1ndustry.
I would 1like to request that a motion be made to
request the bqyers to reporr this to Greg at the
close of this coming season. o T

| Before<we move.on 1nro other businees;
of course, today is a menorial day more or less
for Ted o' Neil who is retiring at the end of the
month, We are having a luncheon for Ted after the
Board meeting.' I know a lot oﬁ you oyster fisher-
men know Ted_O Neil from hie eerly days. ﬁe
wandered around'over‘your marsh and ete some of

your oysters off those reefs, I imagine, to sustain
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himself; but certainly Ted led the State of Louisi-
ana in narsh_ecolpgy, produced the first PR-report.
PR No. 1 in Louisiana was the Louiéiana muskrat
book and it has been used by marsh mnnagers cer-
tainly in Louisiana and throughout the United‘Stntes
and in foreign countries as a guideline on some of
these marsh ecology type of pro;ects., Certainly
we want to congratulate Ted’for a successful pio-
fessional life and certainly one as a retired
businessman;' I hope he makes a lot of money now
that he has got out of the State government.

Thank you. o -

MR. JONES‘ I‘moné wn adopt tnnt rnsolu—
| THE CHAIRMAN:“ﬁe hnneva notion:'npo 1
hear a secon&? | B | ”

' MR. LAPEYRE: Second. -

THE CHAIﬁMAN: Seconded by Mr; aneyre.
All in favor say aye. - | | -

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any Oppnsed?

| (No response)

"So ordered.
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. thing about Ted 0'Neil?

'information in his head of any man I have ever

MR. JONES: Mr. Chairman, may I say some+

TﬁE CHAIRMAN: 1If it is nice.

MR. JONES: Part of it is. Where ere
you, Ted? - Cangyou hear me? I don't want to say
it without looking you in the eye. B

| MR TED 0 NEIL I hear jou, Jerry.
'MR. JONES: You know; one tﬁing about Ted

0'"Neil. Ted O Neil has the greatest wealth of

seen in the wildlife business, and Ted 1is respectec
by s lot of peOple.' I just fodnd one problem with.
working wish Ted and that‘is to get that informa-
tion out of his head and someishrodghvhis mouth.

I have had more fun in“seeing led.sduirm shen we
come up and ask him for a specific secommendatioﬁ.
1 think he was sincere, Because he realized, like
these.oyster~people, that there are pros and cons
about setting dates,‘this date and another date;
and he really didn't want to offend anybody. 1
think he was always interested in the little guy
that was pown'the line, but it is sdre difficult

! .
to get that knowledge out of Ted's head and througHh
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his mouth.' He ﬁanted to hedgelarodnd.

fHE CHAIRMAN: I drn't-eVer recoliect
yod getting it out of hié moutH; I have seen you
try a few times! | |

MR. JCNES: Ted, I say thank you.

‘THE CHAIRMAN: Tgat‘goes double.

MR. O'NEIL: Well, I will tell you, Jerry
when you have worked a,long’tiée with God's chosen
péopie.in the fur indusfry, you learn nét to pop
off téo much! | o o o

: . _ (Laughter)

MR. LUTTRELL' Exactlf what I wanted to
say, Mr. Chairman, if it is all’ right '.I hgd the
saﬁe problem in the beginnipg that Jerry had and I
begén to.figdre that there”hadlroAbé'a reason.
There is usuall& a reasdr for the wind to blow and
the flowers to come out in the spring and oysterA
fishermen to gripeand shrimp fishermen to gripe
and hunters to gripe and’other things. So, I felt
Ted héd a good reason for ﬁithﬁolding all this val-
uable information and he has got it, he has really
got 1it, | |

I found out 1if I made him know in a hurry

(4
peeo HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans



. 53

early thét my iﬁtentions for get;ing.the informa-
tion were good' boy, I couldlget it, but 1if you
don t let Ted know w;at you are going to use it
for, then you are Just wasting your time. That man
has more answers, more ways of saying no, fhat |
sound like yes, than anything I have ever heard in
oy 11fe.' _A o
I~£oundjout é ioﬁg éime.ago you listen to
Ted o' Neil and you listen to every single word he
says, because i€ you don t, you haven t understood
what he told you. | | E— . )
' Thank yéu.aga!n;fTéd, fﬁr_knowing you.
| THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Luttrell,
Mr.'Herring,~we will skip ﬁ:. émith on No; 4 until
the January meeting. It got qﬂ heré'by mistake.
| .Hé.séared‘me for»a.minute; Ted. I though
he was'goiﬁg to tell some truﬁhs on you!
'MR. JOEEHhRRING: Thank you, Mr. Chairman
I don't know whéther this is going to be 11ke the
oyster problem this morning or not. We had some
discussion on here concerning the possible change

in trapping season and hunting season for raccoons

on our Russell Sage Wildlife Management Area.

LR
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' Williams and members of the District Two Office

I might say last week Mr. Gilbeft, Cliff

and myself.met with these people up there. We had
a discussion on it last month at the meeting, what
changes to make, if any. Coming out of that meet-

ing that we had up there, the coon hunters wanted

—

to keeb the séasqn as it had bee# set., The trappexgs
would like to have an eariigf“seagon on there, but
tﬁefe.were nb.real conq;ete ?ecommendations to
‘come but of thevmeeting fhat Qé héd. ' 4' .
I'think Mrlléilbeft1wil} haveisoﬁéthing
to s;y.on.th;s, but éf this timg‘my~recommendation7
would be as we have already set phem and{the& are
printéd in the pamphlet, and th#t'is the dog hunt-
ing seaéon be December 1 to Jaﬁqarylls for 46 days
and the trapping season January 16 to February 28
for 44 days on our Russell éagé Wildlife Management
Area. We had some~other areas up there that we
were-trying to work witbmpp ﬁhe trappers as well
as the hﬁnters; especial}y ourTCities Service Wild-
life Management Area, which is fairly close to it.
We alternated a#odnd. While the dog season was on

this area, the trapping season would be on Russell
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Sazge and vice vérsa, so it would giveAthe'two
people élaces to trap and places to hunt at the
same time and not have too much of a conflict.

We havé some other areas up in that gen-
_efal area, Jackson-Bienville which does not have
a’ dog season, It does have a 73- day trapping
‘season. Our Union Parish Wildlife Management Area
in.that area also does not Pave a dog season but
hés'a'90-ﬁay trapping seasdn. Our Georgia-Pacific
Wildlife Management Area élsb in District Two therg
only has 13 daysof dog hunting, November 12 24,

~and yet it comes back with 74 déys of trapping.

1 think when we were coming up with our
recommendations to the'Commission and to the hunt-
ers and to th? trappers.theré fhat ve tfied to
give what was wanted as gqch as possiblé up there
and work out something that was fairly agreeable
with everyone. It;seems sometimes like after the
recommendationé'do come out,'§ou do have some
ihterested’parties that are not satisfieﬁ. They
do come back and want to change.

My recommendations at this time would be

to leave the seasons as set,

e .
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:example of the way'you squirm to try to help as

as you can and put them in the right frame of mind

are always gray areas that you are trying to adjusty.

heard you say black and white, ;t:has always been

- | ‘TﬁE-CHAIRMAN‘ Thank you, Joe. 'I am of
- a good mind to call Ted up and ask him what" he~
thinks about that. Come on up, Ted, and tell us
something. I want to hear you one more time.

-MR. TED O’NEIL: Doyle, that is a typical

man& of the little ones that you know are going to

get hurt and see'if’you can't‘humor as many of then
before you call the lines black and white.. There

THE HAIRMAN' You know, that 1is the

first time inimy years with the Commission I ever

gray, Ted. e i _ L o

MR.;OfNEIk:> You know, nbile we are up
here, the fur people are not beopleAthat_will tell
you anything and ;nay‘do comnunicate by radar sys-
tem. You see a houseful of fur people, you won't
see any'connersation, but thé} alliknow what every-
body is thinking in there and they are all looking
at the fur and they all know what everyone 1is

going to bid so close, and they develop a type of

5 : .
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communication by not talking too much.

know you will have some newSpaper reports coming

did talk too much!" L ‘ o

THE CHAIRMANt“"Yoa.still haven't said
anything! Thank you, Ted.‘ Mr. Gilbert |
| v'MR J. C: éILBEﬁT'. ioe, did I under-
stand you to say that there is no dog season for
coons on Jackson Bienville and Union? Is that
right? That is the only question I had

MR. HERRING° I had to look it up real

quick to make sure on that thing. I hope 1 am

January 2-28, - Just a dog season only, |
MR. GILBERT: No dog'days on Jackson-
Bienville and Union? O. K., thank you, Joe.
MR. HERRING: No, wait a minute, you -
saild Jackson-Bienville.*t | |

MR. GILBERT: Jackson-Bienville and

Now we might get a Wildlife and Fisheries
that gets. way out on the end and startsdoing.a lot
of pOpping off and you will see them begin to quieq

down a little bit later, and the first thing you

in against them, and then they will say, "Maybe I

right. That's right. Trapping December 1-16 and

[-]
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~the coon hunters and the trappers that hunted and

Union; too. Both of them.

“MR. HERRING: That is right.

'MR. GILBERT: O. K. Mr. Chairman, you
will recall that.et our October meeting 1 wes

instructednto get with Joe and have a meeting of

coon-hunted on Russell Sage, which we did. Before
I did that, I did quite a bit of research om 1t and
at our meeting 1n Monroe May 13-14 of this year,
where we listened to recommendations on the seasonﬂ
and the bag limits, in going through the minutes I
found that only one man who was a coon- hunter ‘made
a recommendation as to the datesand only one man
who was a coon-hunter; one.trapper and one coon-
hunter made retommendations to'the Commission.
Now:the Commission aecepte&‘the coon-
hunter's recommendations almost verbatim. They
recommended on Russell Sage December 1- February 15.
We set December I-January 15. On Cities Service
they asked for January 15 opening.' Ve put it
January 12, ;They asked for a November 15 opening
on'Georgia-?acific. We put it November 12. So

we went almost verbatim with what they wanted.

& ~
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'Howévér, when it éame to the recommenda-
tions of the'trappers on Russell Sage, they asked
fdf a December 15 opening for trapping. We gave
them a January i§,~which is of course 30 days
later, so I don't think that we treated the trapper|

quite right at that particular time.

In Monroe, within 50 miles of Monroe therie

are fiye wildlife management areas.’. On four of
tﬁem.ﬁhe trappiné dates.arg opened December 1, and
‘that is what the trappers tell‘me‘ié the best time
for their furs, Decemﬁer #nd.Janugry. On four of
the wildlife hanégement areas, ngdpened the trap-
ping on December~1.x The one ﬁhét is in cont;ntion,
Russell Sagé, for some reéson wg"bpened Janugry 16.
1 am convince& in my mind fhat‘the best time:for
the pelt is December aﬁd January, so what wevdid
by sétting a January 16 Openiﬁg, we gave,theg‘only
15 dayé of prime tiﬁe for their ﬁelté. ‘

Now I have the utmost respect for Joe
Hérring and his entire staff, but I do believe in
my mind and after talkingvto.the trappers in that
area that an error was made. When I feel that an

error has been made, well, I would like to see it

S
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-15. On trapping dates, I am recommending December

corréctgd.

"Now I am going to ask ;he Commission-to
maké some changes on Russell Sage only, to put them
more in line with the other four wildlife manage-
ment areas in the Monroe and northeast Louisiana
areé;. Today the coon hﬁnters have ffom December 1
to January\1§;on Russell Sage. i am going to recom
mend and ask thaé the coon guﬁting dates be.set at
Décehﬂer l.through December~i5 and JanuaryA16
through febfuary 15. Nﬁw that is ﬁhe“samé number
of-dayé, no change iﬂ'the nuhse: pf days. I didn't
hear any complaints in the number of days that we
allotted thé trappefé-andtwe allotted the cogn
hunters. The only thing fhat théy are complaining
about 1is thevdates on_which thése days were #llotte

I am recommending coon hunting dates

December 1 through 15, Januéry'16 through- - February

16 through'Ja~nuary 15, and February 16 through the
28th,. That again is the same number of days, not
making any change in the total numbe;»of days
allotted to the coon hunters and ;hg trappers.

Now this 1is not going‘;é please all the

dn
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trappers nor all the coon hunters. The coon hunt-
efs hgvera much greater; énd I would say a much
better, lobbying group. They have more finesse. '
about.them. The trappers have got to‘have somebody
to depend on and I feel.that.an error was made when
‘we pushed the Opeﬁing of the Russell Sage trapping

!

season to January 16. 1 am recommending that those

rd

dates be changed. | }

o MR. WILLE: ﬁr. Gilbert, why don't you
just méke thatviﬂ the form of é_ﬁoﬁion? fut it up
befofe the Board. B -...

MR. GILBERT: Yes, I will make that in
the form of a motion then, that the coon hunéing
dates on Russeli Sage only be begember,lAthrough
December 15, January 16 through February 15.'
Trapping dates be Décember 16 through January 15
and February 16 through February 28,

MR.'WILLE;v I will second that. |

THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion and a
second. Before we vote oh this, the Chair takes
no position. . I have a telegram I received yesterda

afternoon which I think I should read for the

| record's sake. It is addressed to myself as Chair-
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man and Comnission.ﬁenbers.._It,says, "Jointly
oppose any change:in season regarding saccoon hunt-
ing with hounds on Russell Sage Management Area.
Season as published highly satisfactory. Signed,
Louisiana Coon Hunters Association, Northeast
Louisiana, and Northeast Louisiana Coon Hunters
Association, Onachita Valley Hunters Association,
Morehouse Coon Hunters‘Assoc}etion, Rodney Lafoon,
Legisletive Counsel to Louisiana'State Coon Hunters
Association." o | S

Howevet, I do concur with Mr; Gilbert
that'apparently there has been a wrong done to the
trappers. If we have the‘seasons Opened in the
other four areas, we shohld have them all run-con-
currently. | e '

vwe have a}motion.ano a seeond.

MR. LUTTRELL° AMr. Chairman, before you
vote, 'you know and I suppose the maJority of the
people that have been here in the past five or six
years that 1 have been on the Commission know that
I oppose strongly publishing a regulation, have it

in the handbook,‘in and out of everybody's pocket,

and then changing it. However, this Commission
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should be.big enough, when it makes an e:rdr; which
it seems from what our coho;t.has said this mornihg
is ﬁrue, that we should admit that efror and change
it, so 1 vofe to change it. - ~ -
) THE;CHAiRMAN: Gentlemen, we have 'a motion
and a second. All in favof‘saf Ayefi.
"IN UNISON: Aye. ”
THE CHAIRMAN: Any‘oppéééd?
- (No reSpénse)

So o?dere&{  Sor;#, Jb;. 'You lost that

We_wiil séﬁ fhé Deée@b;; ﬁégting fof tﬁe
12¢h and 13th. | o '

Is fhére Qny othér.bqsineés béfore the
COmmissiog? . Mr. Kaés,~1 believé fﬁu»had somekhing.

MR, wiLLiAu RKASS: Gentlemen, the Louisi-

ana Oyster Dealersland_crowers.Associafion sent a
letter to the Coﬁm;ésion, t§ ﬁr. Begry, and I would
like to read iﬁ ouf at this tiﬁe, if you don;t mind.

It-says, "Louisiana Oyster Dealérs,aﬁd
Growers'Association.sfrongly recommends that before

1a letter of no objection is issued by the Department

of Wildlife and Fisheries to any applicant for

-] .
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drilling and/or construction Operationiin'Louisiana
waters that the said application be read at the
.next meeting of the Departnent of Wildlife and
Fisheries and that the interested parties be given
opportunity to voice their opinion and/or objectiorn.
If . any obJections‘are raised, then the Association
further recomnends that a biological.study be
ordered to determine the‘long*range.effects of the
operation on the oysternen and other marine life-
in the area and ‘that the decision to issue or not
issue a letter of no‘obJection be based on‘the‘
results of this study. o _4. .

Gentlemen, I think you heard that a lot
of talk was on this today. This is from the Louis-
iana Oyster Dealers and Growers Association. You
have an association from Empire and it 1is my'
understanding they feel the same way, and that is
why I wanted to read this while both associations
were here. | | N .» o

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Kass,. I reeeived your
letter and appreciate it. However, I don't think
you are fauiliar with~the number'oflapplications

e

that are processed through here. There are some
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4 000 a year and if we read and took hearings on
each one of these applications for a year, on 4,000
_of them, we would be here about 36 hours a day |
about 400 days a year.. There just.is not eﬂéugh
time. | . | | |

| " MR. KASS: Then I ask if some other solu-
tibn céﬁ’comexto,ifo'keep thesé ietteré of no
objection from goiﬁg inéo the'Cofps of Engiﬁeers
where we find out aboﬁt.it'ﬁhen it 1s too late.
The primary conéerﬁ was the seed:grdund resefvg-
tions, which I don't think you havé tﬁa£ many going
through the seed grounds.‘.. o B |

THE CHAIRMAN:. You just changed You

said seed grounds and in your letter you s&id all
peFmits.v : . - |  :. '
| MR;.k488;, Rigﬁt. ‘Thisiié.whefe it was
brought to the associatipﬁs ébout'it; because I
thinkvi; was lasf month I brought.you all's.atten-
tion -- no, it was ﬁwo months ago.-— the ohé.in
Hackberry,'in.which there w#s a letter of no ob-
jection and it wént~through two oysﬁer reefs. The
only reasbn it was stopped 1is Becaugé we étOpped

it at the Corps of Engineers, and the only reason
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I knew éSout it'was because I had a éuit going
against the same 0il company on the same operation;
We need some kind of way of letting the
.public know or the fishermen know ahead of time,
Secausg like I say, there was'fwo reefs in a seed
groﬁﬂd sanctuary, and I don'ﬁ.want to bring up the
old coﬁflict, I don't_want to‘gef between fﬁe
Mineral Board, but I ﬁhink fhé Wildlife and Fish-
eries' objective is:theioysﬁer; and we do need
some érofection. Yéﬁ thé_hgard‘hbw scarce oysters
are aﬂﬁ this 15 one ;f the big detrimental ﬁhiﬂgs
to the oyster industfy.._IAthink-quitéﬂa few men
voiced thelir opiﬂioﬁ iﬁ that}‘w o ...‘ |
| MR. JONFS:» The'solut;on.td your problem
is for your‘associgtion to get.én the mailing 1list
of the Corps of Engineers{ | o
MR, KASS: The{one big probiem_foﬂit is
ﬁe only meet oncelé_month. B |

‘MR, JONES: Well, the Commission does,
too. What I am concerned about, I have no problem
with our departhent cooperating with you but what

concerns me 1is we get the same notice that you can

get and 1f for some reason we don't let you know,

o .
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some foul-up; we are the cﬁ;prit. Why don't you
~all get on the mailing list and then you will see
thé application come out and if it is one that
concernS'ysu, then you get in touch with our
Department. Then we will only be concerned with
those that you all think are goiﬁg to do some
.damageAand we‘won;t ha§e~to wofrf about the rest

>

of them. N T
- MR. KASS: Q,_k. B )
o MR. LUTTRELL: 'fhey'ﬁill'mail‘you every
one, I asked for qhéhsamé priv;Lege. |

MR. JONES: Put you on thg.mailing list,
it won't cost a_thing, the Corps will. | |

Mﬁ. LUTTRELL: it.dogsn't cost yoﬁlé
penny. o . , '“  ‘. .. i

MR. JONES: You get a copy éf.fhe appli-
cation, ‘.:. o | “ |

.MR."KASS; 0. K., would it be asking too
much that from now én'when oyster seed grounds are
béing affected by drilling operations or dredging
6perations, that thistildlife and Fisheries does

not issue a letter of no objection until it is

checked out. I think it was brought to you all's

[ )
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| attention that it was not checked out. Would this
be asking too much of the Commission?
THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Kass, Dr. St. Amant's

staff, I believe, worked that'problem out pretty

~

thoroughly. | ’
- MR, KASS: It wasn't'too tnorough last
meeting,:becauae we brought it up, and this is
what we are concerned about ?These seed grounds
which I think are your responsibility and not ours.
MR JONES° You see one of the problems
is that this Department is called upon to comment
issue letters of no objection,.on a vast number of
applications, and I am quite sure, without asking
Dr. St. Amant or Harry, that it~ia imposaible to
take every one of them and do a vaet study on them.
We just_oon'tlhave_the people,ithe time and the
money. But if you haVe.those.that you are con-
cerned with, Specific ones, and let the Department
know that we are concerned with this permit,
Texaco's permit so-and-so, then they.can gear in OJ
that one and give you the'information, and 1if there

is some problem, bring it to the Board.

MR. LUTTRELL: I got one just this week
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about a canal down here;some little town it was
' going to run»across; and I looked over the map,
looked over everything.' ¥ doubt 1if any of these
people did. Did,you get it? Did you know about
1t? | o
_. ’ THE-CHAIkMAN: Mr. Kaés, I will grant
you.that‘theré are probably bettér.ways to do 1t
and we will certainly take ;twunder advisement and
sfud&hit and try tb see.if.we can't reach some
workaﬁle solutibn to 1it. I_viil gfant you that the
0oil companies én the past ana maybe presently are
doing some things that aren't the best for the
oyster industry and maybe for the marsh, bﬁtLI
also will call to the,attentioﬁ.of'everybody.in
this audience, 1if it wasn't_for those big old
nasty oil companies providing the payrollé’they
provide in this state and the taxes they pay in
this state, you wouid be in one hell of a shaﬁe
for your school system, for ﬁour welfare, for your
highwayé, for jobs and whatever. lThéy are paying
over half the taxes in this state righf now and 1if
we had to go back and pay them as landowners and

as business people, it would be some kind of burden|

Stod
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to us.
| ﬁR. kASS: Mr; Berfy; i grant everything
yoﬁ say is correct, but ong';hing that I think you
are failing to see is that when this o0il runs out
and this o0il industry moves out of here and we go
back to sailboats like thef ciaiﬁ in the next 100
'years; which i don't think is fof real, ﬁe will
have to depend.on our naturﬁlrresources that we
hdvé 1ef£, and that will not be oil. The thing
that.ﬁe are coﬁéerned about\primarily, as I say;
it started out with fhese-seed ground areas, and
I think there'shouid ﬁe an objection 1# any seed
ground area. If'this Commission can take this seed
ground area away frbm a.fisherman and say he
shouldn't be iﬁ there as a léaéed area, aﬁd then
just turn it over to the oil companies with no
. objection, 1 thipk this 1is wfong.
This is_dhat we are concerned about,.
These seed ground areas are getting smaller. We
are being encroached on by ffegh water, too much
fresh water in certain areas. We are being en-
croached with too much salt water in other areas.

This seed ground area has reduced probably some

[~ .
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90 peroent; and we have some areas that just a

. letter of-no objection is fired off and we would
like to see at least a little effort‘taken if therd
is consideration of oysters'there. We are not
talking about ail the water bottoms., We are talk-
ing.about heavy conoentrated seed ground areas,
heavy oyster areas. ‘h | .H.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Rass, I concur with
what you say 100 percent but I think anybody who‘
is in- ‘this room who is knowledgeable about the
oyster business will tell you that 90 percent of
your problems come from these levees stopping the
natural flow of.fresh water from the Atchafalaya
and Mississippi Rivers into.tnese.areas to nush
that sait vater.back out anotgive you more grounds.
I think that is the biggest culorit, really. I
know we. have got a problem in the oyster industry
in this state ano.I.know we have to work like‘hell
to protect what we have got ieft; and I concur 100
percent. But I also think, and I have telked to
several of tne biologists this morning, including
Mr. Ensminger, that our biggest problem is getting

more fresh watér in some of these areas where you
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willvha§e béttef oystér grounds. . .

Mk. KASS: 1 wou;d iike to offer:soﬁe-
thing else for you ali to consider. It will be‘
coming up, I knqw it is coming up undér the coastal
zone management, that all thése canals and all that
be drédged from now on will be backfilled and not
jusf daﬁmed oﬁ-each end and the éams blow loose and
the.marsh is ate up. I.wou%dvﬁike to offer that
you ﬁoﬁld look into thé’future of this and when
they #pply for‘these pérmits thgfiﬁhat_ig one of
the conditions. - N | -

| ~I~know a bunch of the é&astal zone}man-
agement forces are going to_regommend this té the
state and thét_ail these éﬁapdongd spructures:an&
all be gakenlout. .There is oné seed ground area
in particular that is nof.being utilized.by the
fishermen simply for one reason, and the biggest
reason is that high~pressure gas lines are laying

on top of the leases. Just last week one boat was

stealing oysters in Hackberry and he busted a 6,000:

pound line. He is wrong for stealing oysters but
I think that oil company is wrong for having that

line on fop of that reef. Then when you go check

[ .
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-Well, if that line is 25 years old, maybe the

Aand-if it is going to be a seed ground reservation,

some of these operations going on.

into it, they say, wéll, that was done 25'years agoi.

inspectors ought to be out here checking some of
these lines.

There are also dead wells in these areas

we need it to'be heldlas a seed grodnd reservation.
We have a pretty good hold across the river on the
east bank because a lot of these areas are not
infilﬁrated with oil wells; Some of them are.

But there are certaiﬁ compaﬁies'have no respect

for fhe bottom, and I think this-is.whére the Com-
mission is going to.have to step in and protéct us.

I would 1like to see yqﬁ all really.look

into this thing and just have some objections to

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr,. kass, let me say this
again, iI am not iﬂ opposition to anything you are
saying. I don'f think you realize the pressure
these 0il companies are under today from Washington|
to produce more oil and gas. I don't think you
realize what the balance of payments is doing, the

billions of dollaré‘every month flowing out of this
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country ro the Arabs and foreign natione and what
-1t 1is deing to destroy our democracy now because
we are conéuming more than we'are producing and we
are getting more.and more lopsided in - it. If we
don't get more oil and get more gas and more coal
and more energy in this country, it won't be more
than a couple of years you won' t‘have to worry
about 1it, beceuse Big Brotherﬂwith'his hammer and
sickle will be telling &ou how to run things; be-
cause~we are'gbing to be broke.and'out_of business
in this country. | | |
: We-are closer‘teday to ieeiné eur democ-
racy and losing our freedom and our free enterprise
system than we were ten days after Pearl Harbor.
I am trying to think of the futgre of this country
and the future of this nation. 1If we don't work
together and fin4 some mutual ground to cooperate
on and get along on;jwevare going to get furtﬁer
and further behind the eight?ball, behind the power
curve, and we are going to be out of business in
this country. There won't be any more free enter-
prise system,

MR, KASS: 1 agree with you. The only
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#hing that I am really concerned about is'saving
.these,seed ground areas. I’know the o0il company
has the lpﬁbyiéts - “ |
| THE CﬂAIRMAN: I agree with you that that

is.a concern td save our seed grounds, but also of
a‘greater‘concérn'to me 1s to saQe‘this country andg
the free énterprise system, and we have got to find
some way to work togethgr to &o"it.fj

. MR. KASS: Let me call your attention to
this, it“is ndt'all‘oil companieé.~ Most of them
are very ccoperative buf there are some that are
just déte;minéd.té run oyster fishermen out of
\areas, and ' I am determined to stay. I haQe been
to fhe federal cour£5»and 1 will gb back again,
and all I‘am asking is to be protected. ‘Noﬁ the
blg thing we want préteéted is these seed.grounds.
My private leases is my'pfivate business, I guess,

and I will have to fight it out, but it is just

‘that it hurts when you go to the Corps of Engineerg,

and please'listen to this, when you go to the Corpg
of Engineers and they ask who do you lease frdm.
We lease from the Wildlife and Fisheries, Louisiana

State, and he says, well, here we have a letter of
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no objeetion from the people that own this reef.
AIt is pfetty hard to get that objection pulled out.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Kass, I agree with you
again, but also you teli me there is stealing on
these seed grounds day and night

MR, KASS: That s right. o

THE CHAIRMAN: We need'to.wofk that prob-
1emiout too. I am surevthe Chief here would appref
ciate any help you can give him in cooperating with
him, ~e.w; ;i. | | | .

- MR, KASS°: Mr..Berey, let me say right
now, the only thing that needs to be done is get
out there and make a few cases and get it through
the courts, I am not blaming you all completely.
Some of.ohe courte are justefufning'tﬁese peoole
loose with minor fines andvehis is something maybe
the Commission will have to come ﬁp with even a
bigge; fine 1if they"ere ceoght on these seed groundg,
but I think the legitimaee fishermen have beeo
cOOpe:ating and giving all the help they can.

‘IHE CHAIRMAN: Let me say this, Mr. Kase.
The Director just brought to my attention‘that when

they are stealing off these seed grounds, they are

@v HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
8e



G
| )

/

77

L]

stealing from the state, and'that is a éi?ii crim-
inal matter. Your sheriff can just as well arrest
them as the Wildlife agent can. If you don't have
a Wildlife agent close by, grab you a dgputy or
grab you a sheriff or whoever, and go out there
ah§ make an arrest and get them off there.

| MR, KASS:.'Wg.haye been doing that but
we need some arrests -;.it 1o$ks like they réspect
'tﬁe Wildlife and Fisheries avlittle.more because I
can fell you of:a.feyﬂinciQenté when it gbt to
court, the man wagtcaught.étealing and.when.it got.
to cdurtland whenahe was all ready to be sentenced
the judge asked for the oysters:hé stole. .Qne year
later. The case wés throﬁn.od;,of court. We need
some laws with teeth in them. That is all we need/[:

| THf CHAIRMAN: And you woﬁld find some
lawyef.to pull the teeth out of that!
| | Is'there‘anyfhing else to.éome before thd
Commission this morning? ' : -

MR. JONES: Mr. Chairman, I have just got

one last comment, I have gerved on this Commissiorn
for a number of years and I was here when there wag

a four-three split, but somebody put new microphonds

[p-4
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and there.are four gold ones and three silver ones
for the members, and I think I got a silver.one and
it is time for me to call this meeting quits. I
move to adjourn. ‘ | -
~ THE CHAIRMAN: Is there anyonme else to
be heard? Robert. f |
. MR. ROBERT MURRAY: I am a wildlife
ecologist from Baton Rouge."l came before you at
the September meeting to discuss regulations on
the national wildlife management preserve, former
Red Dirt and Catahoula Wildlife Management Areas.
Just to briefly go through some of the

history, I have it written down here. First, you
set regnletions for huntiné on wildlife management
areas that were on Forest Service lsnds along when
yom adopted hnnting regulations for areas through—
out the state.. The Forest Service pointed out to
you later that no.aéreements were signed and there~
fore the areas were no‘longer under your control,.

| This Department then by emergency Board
action changed regulations to conform to existing
regulations adjaeent to wildlife management areas.

In other-words, you set the regulations to coincide
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with.those in‘the areas at large around them.

The Forest Service then announced that
the'tﬁo.national wildlife preserves, Catahoula and
Red Dirt, your first fegulations, the ones you
rescinded, 'wouid be in force. 1In other‘words, they
took the regulations that you originally adopted
and they adopted them as federal regulations. You
have been requested to check out the validity of
the Forest Service hunting regulations and I under-
stand- that you are_ satisifed that the Federal Forestg
Service.does 1ndeed pave proper aqthorization to
set hunting regqléeionsjen these fwo national wild-
life preserves end only on these two prOperties in
Louisiana. ‘I'don't object to that., I meaﬁ, I do
object to it.but I don't conteﬁd that that is in
error. I think that they do have the statutory
authority under the President's proclamation of
those national wildlife preserves.

| But what is unresolved at this point is
lthe question of the procedures involved in setting
valid regulations., Were the Forest Service regula-
tions promulgated after a public hearing? Were

proposed regulations published in the Federal

00 '
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Register for public comment? After the Forest Ser-
uice oecided'on these regulations, were they_then
Published in the Federal Register" ‘

1 raise these points because the Forest
Service regulations, although on paper essentially
the same'as your earlier regulations, may result
in a substantially larger harvest of deer than your
regulations would have. In other words, they are
more liberal, in my view, than your regulations.
For instance, has the area been or is it being
hunted'right now? Now your;regulations, your.pub-
lished regulations, saj:it-is open.t The Forest
Service regulations say it is closed I don t have
the personal time to go check ie, and it is ‘a good
long ways from my domicile. I‘did.have occasion to
drive down the federal highway hisecting the Cata-
houla National Wildlife Management Preserve last
| Wednesday and 1 sana_good deal of traffic in.there
and I saw vehicles parked along the highway and I
saw cars on the roads that left the highway, going
into this former management area. Who is enforcing
this closure'it it is closed? 1-am wondering

about that.
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‘Here is our‘problem. Beginning'with the

December 17 either-sex huntiag, I seelno problem
.with the first day when the outside area is also
open to either-sex hunting. There is a lot of
competition fof hunting'space but on the outside
it is open to dog hunting as well as still hunting.
Bua how aboutnfrom the second da& oa whenldeer with
antlars will be legal only gnrthe National Wildlifej
Management\Préserveé~ lhe difference in your orig-
iaal aeason'and in the Forest Seaviceiseason is in
the degree of control that aaaAbe‘exergised in
managing the hugt;:

| -Soae local peOple have long bean éon-
”cerned that even your well regulated and carefully
monitored regulations resulted in excessive kills
of mama deer. While I do not support that view, 1
am concerned about the possible effects of liberal
regulations withogt.the demonsfrated.ability_fo
properl&'administer these regulations. What can
keep this hunt ffoﬁ deteriorating'into a five-day
dog hunt? Your personnel have demonstrated this
ability..'The Forest Service has not.

Several suggestions., Have the Board
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check legality of Forest Service procedures in pro-
mulgating regulations. If regulations are improp-

erly adopted, consider seeking legal relief.' If

your decision is to go with the Forest Service reg-

ulations, 1 urge you by Board action, as an emer-—

gency action, change your regulations to coincide

'with the Forest Service regulations. Then I would

suggest finally a statewide news release to inform

the peOple that own that resource out there what

the rules of the game are. .Ihere is still_aucon-

'flict. It hasn't been resolved} There are pub-'

lished regulations hy your agency which.say one
thing and published regulations by the Federal
Forest Service that say something else. _As a deer
hunter, what am I to doZ . |

I think the burden is on &our agency toA
clarify this issue by a news release: There still
exists a considerable misunderstanding regarding
the Wildlife Department-Forest Service controversy.
The burden'of'representing Louisiana hunters is
clearly yours. You owe them a clear, concise state
ment of facts, what they can legally do. Can your

Department assist in protecting the deer herds on

i
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these two national wiidlife preserves from exces-
sive illegal harvests under forest Service-manage-
.ment?’ | |

After all, the Forest Serviee has regu-
lated grazing.since 1967‘on.Louisiana National.
Fdrest lands and- have yet to demonstrate'the abil-
ity to‘do an adequate job. I personally am deeply
concerned when they assume management of our deer
resources.- 1 feel like that is correctly your-
responsibility and I do not question their author-
ity. They might can set a deer season out there
ithuly, regardless of legislative restraints or
state laws to the contrary, but I do feel 1ike that
since you have formerly managed the areas and since
you have published regulations on them, that it is
your responsibility to clarify those regulations
and get them to the public who are_subject to being
embarrassed out there by obeying the wrong regula-
tions, since the regulations are in conilict'with
each other. |

1 think that that is what the Board

should do as of right now, to maybe either}direct\

the attorney to get into this thing and see where
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: action, which can be - legally done, I understand,

we stand or else to take action as an emergency

without it having been on the agenda, to promulgate
regulations that track the Forest Service regula-
tions. 1In other words, endorse the ones that you
originally had for the area.. | .
| o MR;\JONES° I have a question. X was
under the impression that the Wildlife Federation
was going to file a lawsuit. What happened?‘_
_ MR MURRAY' The Wildlife Federation may
or may not file a lawsuit ' They are considering
a lawsuit. 'They are waiting for s ome evidence of
violation of law on the part of the Forest Service
On these national management preserves there is
no doubt in the Wildlife- Federation attorneys'
minds that the Forest Service did not exceed their
authority. The Presidential Proclamation back in
the early 1940's.set aside and the Congress appar-
ently}had given the President that authority to
make regulations on all wildlife forms on the area.
But the same proclamation'proclaimed the
areas primarily. for wildlife and any evidence of

management‘for other interests where wildlife

[-T.1
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played second fiddle, which has been the case over
- many yeafs on.these areas, any recent actions 6n
the ﬁart of the Forest Service or any continuing
actions would bé.illegal,.and that.wduld be grounds.
for suit, or any breach of,thé management plan that
youf agehcy agreed to with the Forest Service on
all their ian&s would be likewisé’illegai. |
| MR. JONES: Wé don't have any control.
Ferrarelli threw us off;v -‘ A
MR.-MﬁRRAY:' Weli, all i am'ask1ng, I am
not asking you'to thfow himibff, I am -~
MR. JONES: We caﬁ't; | ,
- MR, MﬁRRAf: 1 am.aéking fou tq.teil the
people that you got thrown off and cite to them
thé authority -- o 1
| 'ﬁR. JONES: We have; Haven't we, Burt?
MR. MURRAY: Who did you tell? There
have been news rele;ses to the contrary of theirs.
I get your news releases~and.I don't have in my
file a news release that says that there is a con-
flict in regulations but the Forest Service was
within their authority to set those, therefore

their regulations shall prevail on these two

Q6
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'national'management preserves. lSimply what I am
.asking is-that you let this deer hunter'up there
in‘Winn Parish know where he stands.when he goes
.out there. |
MR. JdﬁES: I am not sure ﬁe.know‘where
he stands. o |
| - MR. MURRAY- Well, I neuld.eall upon you
then as a constitutionally designated state agency
to find out where you stand You are the Fish and
Wildlife agency of this state. If there is one, it
‘certainly has to be you. N o | | :
‘ MR, LUTTRELL' ng,ae'éég you a duestion;
I want to differ with yon,}ii . | .;
| ‘MR. ﬁUkRAY: Weli 'I hé&é nea;d seneral
comments from the Chairman this morning, regarding
the erosion of state rights and federal takeover
and things like this, and I think that vhat I am
sking is right in keeping with what you believe in
Mr. Chairman. I think that it is not taking from
.us.in this'case.' I think that we are just leaning
over and giving it to them., I thinklthat we should
at least --

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me tell you, Mr,
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Murray; there has beeh a lot of con?ersation in
this Qommission concerning_this problem, to look
at all the legal ramifications. We are still ﬁork-
ing_oh it. fou might say this 1is Rohnd One. We
have seen'what'sister stateo of Louisiana have dong
and we are somewhat following their pattern. We
think in the 1ong run it will be the best for the
people in this'state and foF the wildlife manage-
ment areas. ~' . | | | - | )

MR. MURRAY»' We1i Ivhave been keeping a
little bit in touch with it in other states. - I am
kind of familiar with what ha; gone on and what |
has gone on in.professionai ofganizations ahout it.
Recently‘; was at the Wildlife Society Southeastern
Section meeting in San Antonio; Texos, and it was
discussed at great iength_and a resoiution was
passed oondemning some of their grazing practioes
in Arkansas, Louis{ana and Texas., Also the forest
supervisor pointed out after that meeting,‘and I
don't believe him but I think it shouldhbe brought
to your attention, he pointed out that Louisiana
had no -~ and he showed Some pictures, with my

federal-tax money they are taking pictures of your
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management area, our management area, the Saline
Wildlife Management~Area; on this small pqrtion'
that 1is nof fenced against livestock. They were
circulating pictures of that, but he aiso stated
publicly that the people who had livestock there
héd.é‘permit from this Commission, and he restated
that wheﬁ he was corrected by a ﬁember of youf
staff. “' | !
o 1 thinkAthat these things have beéring
on it; Whéteve; ?ou are doing; itfié‘not getting
out to the peOpie. »fou hav§'gotten # bad press in
the Alexandria éréa ané I think thatvtf is clearly
in the benefit of the Coﬁmission to‘cléfify ﬁhisv
thing. People éfé wondering.whgre youvstand on 1it.

.~ THE CHAIRMAN: vWell,‘wé appreciate'yéur
comment;; Rbbért, and we will gontinue to work'on
it. | |

MR.‘MURRA&: Thank you. '
THE CHAIRMAN: 1Is ﬁhere\any other bgsines

before the:Commission?' I will entertain a mofion
to aéjourn. It has been a very good audience this

lmorning. We appreciate your being here, we appre-

clate your input, Come right on up, sir.

S
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' MR. LEOPOLD TALIANCICH: I would like
to give a little credit whefe credit is due. As
fér as your agents, I have had some pretty gooa
expefience with them. They have been pretty co-
operative and blenty of times they don't know
’ﬁheir authority, what they can do and what they
can't do. 1 have had people arrestea upon my
bedding ground in St. Bernar5 Parish and I wasn't
e&eﬁ the oné that complained'about’those people;
and we got a conviction. I Qave ﬁad problems in
Jéfferson'Parish where other fishermeq came up’and.
‘told me'énd told the Commiséion that they was out
there steaiing ﬁy oysters. Your agents went out
there. I tol& thém if they can't1catch thém, just
make sure yohr boat is»but there aﬁd that they_
know you are.watching. I didn't have no more
probléms in Jefferson Parish, .

1 am goihg to bring up soﬁething wﬁich
is to my embarrassment but I think it will show
the dedication of one of your agents and the work
he does. I know you have ;n enforcement problem
bgcause"your agents are on a 40-hour week. féu

are not allowed to give them no overtime or nothin

' gg% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
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like that, But about two weeks ago a man that was
not workihg for me but he had my boat leased, end
nine o'clock at night on a Sunday night.I get a
call to come to Empire. 'He took this boat out with
some strangers from out of the state and\he was
-gdihg to steal oysters. Weli; we figured about

where they wete going, so one man called the deputy]|’

”'and‘he can't'do nothing with them, so I had to talk

to the deputy to go out there and get my own boat.
The deputy called the sheriff and the
sheriff ended up, he sends two deputies down there
and your agent come down there. By the time he
gets down there it is 12 o clock at night. _'fhose
boys went out there and they cahght them, o
v We have another agent that has been doing
a lot of patrolling. I doh't'want_to mention‘no
names;"one way or the othe;, but you have get some
doggone good egents:. You might have'a bad one or
two, I don't know; I don't know whether they are
geod or bad, but you have got some pretty damned
good dedicated ones; That little boy at Port

Sulphur didn't hesitate one minute to go out and

@0
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for them.,

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir.
| Do I hear a motion to adjourn?

MR. JONES: So move.

you vefy much.

lp.m.;‘Tuesdéy, November 15,
'ﬁ1977, the regular monthly
fmeeting of the Board was -~ - .

_:_'adjourned. e e W)

Helen R. Dietrich,
Reporter. -

I thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: We stand adjourned. Thank

@

e,

(Whereupon, at 12:05 - o'clock
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.I; the undersigned reporter, DO HEREBY

ﬁJCERTIFY that the above and foregoing ( 92 pages

of typewritten matter) is a true and correct
transcription of the tape recording and of the
stenographic notes of the proceedings herein,

transcribed by me,“at_the-time and place herein-

jbefore noted. j i*kﬂf“f?'WHQrﬁ-&~wgﬁmhpﬁf£;$.m;

New Orleans, Louisiana, tbiét,Sth:day of

"December,’ 19 77 :wf# ;}Affgﬂ'gﬂfjjigﬂf
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